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Gospel Reading:  
Matthew 21:1-11  
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 
 

1When they had come near Jerusalem and had 
reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go 
into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with 
her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If 
anyone says anything to you, just say this, 
“The Lord needs them.” And he will send 
them immediately.’ 4This took place to fulfil 
what had been spoken through the prophet, 
saying,  
 

5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  
 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had 
directed them; 7they brought the donkey and 
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he 
sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, 
 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  
 

10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city 
was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’  
11The crowds were saying, 
 ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.’  

 

 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  

Sunday 5th April 2020 
Palm Sunday 

 

A Lenten Reflection  
 

During this trying time, when we are isolated and 
alone, it brings to mind the sudden reversal of our 

Lord’s situation. One moment he was being 
welcomed by cheering crowds into Jerusalem with 
palm leaves scattered in his path;  the next, he was 
alone in the garden, as his disciples could not stay 
awake whilst he prayed, and then abandoned him 

and denied him. The same crowds that a week before 
shouted ‘Hosanna’, now shouted ‘Crucify him’. 

 

Remember that whilst we are alone, we are not 
abandoned - He is with us. Our friends contact us, if 

we are in need, we only have to reach out and we are 
surrounded by helpers and well-wishers. 

 

We have the best Health Service in the world, with 
dedicated people giving their all for our well-being. 

 

Thank you, God for our strong government and 
leadership at this time, stay safe everyone, and if you 
would like to contribute to Pews News, please send 

your thoughts to Sarah. 
 

Yours in the love of Christ, 
 

Bill Elkington 

Churchwarden, Helmdon 
 

Local ‘online’ Prayers and Services 
 

For daily’ Morning Prayer’ readings and an 
evening ‘Compline’ service from Vine Cottage, 
Syresham with Alice Palmer – please go to the 

Home page of the Benefice website 
www.astwellparishes.org.uk and click on the 

‘Morning Prayer’ link    
 

To watch weekly Sunday Services (pre-recorded) 
 at 9.30am each Sunday from 
 St Peter’s Church, Brackley  

  click on the link below 
 https://www.stpetersbrackley.org.uk/video-

service 

 

For more prayer and service resources  
click on the link below 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-
centre/church-online 

http://www.astwellparishes.org.uk/
http://www.astwellparishes.org.uk/
https://www.stpetersbrackley.org.uk/video-service
https://www.stpetersbrackley.org.uk/video-service
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online


 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To hold in your prayers this week: 
 

We bring before our loving heavenly Father those who 
are unwell, recovering from illness or who are simply 
having a bad time, and all those who need our prayers: 
 

From Helmdon: Joyce Beech, Philip Gulliver, Emma, Jon 
& Ellouise, Barbara Buxton, Diane Thorpe, Vanessa 
Vicars, John Thorne, Alison & Cara. 
From Lois Weedon: Joan Jacobs, Lis Cockrell, Jeremy 
“Jez” Wilcox, Ernie Wheeler & Colin James. 
From Syresham: Derek Hollyoake, Peter Sims,  
John & Ann Widdowson and Collette Andrewartha. 
From Wappenham:  Judy King and Claire Kennett. 
For those known to us:  
Pauline Collis, Christopher Carr, Evelyn Johnson, Jonnie 
D’Arcy, James Smillie, Peter Sheen, Dick White, June 
Brereton, Roger Cane, Penny Bonnymeade, Barbara 
Whitlock, Steve Goodwin, Ollie Dotterill and Christabel 
Grant. 
 

Please pray for those bereaved, and the family & 
friends of:  Dorothy D'Alton (nee Abbot), Sally 
Gore,Teresa Fleetwood, James Gadd, Ron Pratt, Margaret 
Hinton, Judith Allen, Marcus Durant, Tom Samways, Greg 
Oles, Mike Durant, Stewart Gundle, Ian Kidd, Richard 
Tims, Peter Payne, Ivan Hathaway, Robin Oliver, Sue 
Corbishley, Jason Holt & Shirley Holt, Dennis Hackett, 
Dick Wilson, Mark Kilby, Keith Hawkins. And also for the 
Bearman family, Susan Clarke & family, Kathryn and 
Peter Oliver, & Geoff and Jo Abbey.  

Also, please pray for the work of the Beacon Centre, The 
Wolverton Mission, the Hope Centre, Katharine House 

Hospice and Northampton Women's Aid. We also continue 
to pray for all refugees fleeing persecution, all victims of 

terror, and all those affected by the Covid-19 virus. 
 

 
 
 

 

CONTACT US: 
Wiggy Smith, Reader (wiggysmith44@gmail.com): 
Worship & pastoral care, funerals & burials, schools.  
 Bill Elkington (bill.h.elkington@gmail.com): 
Benefice PCC & website updating 
Judith Elkington (judith.elkington@gmail.com): 
BPCC, BRICC, Deanery & Benefice Communications 
Alice Palmer (alice.palmer16@btinternet.com): 
All financial matters 
Sarah Rudkin (rectorastwellbenefice@aol.com):  
Service cover, Pews News, Benefice Calendar, baptisms, 
weddings & general enquiries. 
Churchwardens (for individual church matters): 
Helmdon: Bill Elkington (bill.h.elkington@gmail.com) 
Lois Weedon & Weston: Frank Hunter 
(frank.hunter@btinternet.com) 
Radstone: Penny Bonner (penny.bonner@btconnect.com)  
Syresham: Malcolm Orr-Ewing 
(info@thepriorybandbsyresham.co.uk) 
Wappenham:  Edwin King (astwell01@aol.com) 
& Sheena Warren (sheena.warren@hotmail.co.uk) 
Whitfield: Claire Bonner (cbonner00@gmail.com) 

Collects, Prayers & Gospel Reading  
for Palm Sunday 

 

Collects: 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
who in your tender love towards the human race sent 
your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to take upon him our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 
grant that we may follow the example of his patience 
and humility, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
True and humble king, 
hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
that we may be found beside you 
on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. 
 
Selected Prayers 
 
Compose our spirits to a quiet and steady dependence 
on your good providence, that we may take no thought 
for our life, nor be anxious for anything, but by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, still make known 
our requests to you our God. And help us to pray always 
and not faint; in everything to give thanks, and offer up 
the sacrifice of praise continually; to rejoice in hope of 
your glory; to possess our souls in patience; and to learn 
in whatsoever state we are, there to be content.  Amen. 
(John Wesley) 
 
Lord, bless the sick and make them well as soon as it is 
right they should be. Sanctify to them all they have to 
bear. There are also dear friends who are very weak; 
some that are very trembling. God bless them. . . . Lord, 
help us to sit very loose by all these things here below. 
May we live here like strangers and make the world not 
a house but an inn, in which we sup and lodge, expecting 
to be on our journey tomorrow. Amen.  
(Charles Spurgeon) 
 
O Lord our God, 
source of all goodness and love, 
accept the fervent prayers of your people; 
in the multitude of your mercies look with compassion 
upon all who turn to you for help; 
for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

(See overleaf for Gospel Reading) 
 

  

 

DO YOU NEED HELP, OR COULD YOU HELP SOMEONE?  
 

If you are able to help someone who is elderly, 
disabled or self-isolating with shopping, collecting 

prescriptions etc, or could just make a friendly phone 
call, within the restrictions now in place, 

please email rectorastwellbenefice@aol.com 
 

A Message from the Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser  
 

We have been informed of the following scam: 
‘Calls from somebody claiming to be from Public Health 

England, asking residents if they had received their letter 
from the government and then asking if they have support 

from family and friends, etc. and trying to obtain 
 personal details’. 

Please be careful about giving your details out! 
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