
 

 

St Mary Magdalene Helmdon with Stuchbury & St 
Lawrence Radstone, St James the Great Syresham 
with St John the Evangelist Whitfield, 
St Mary & St Peter Lois Weedon with Weston & 
Plumpton, and St Mary the Virgin Wappenham. 
www.astwellparishes.org.uk 
https://www.facebook.com/astwellbenefice
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PEWS NEWS 
The Astwell Benefice 

 

Sunday 8th June 2025 
 

Pentecost  
(Whit Sunday) 

 

Services in the Benefice: 
 

10.30am 
Benefice Holy Communion 
at St John the Evangelist, 

Whitfield 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

4pm 
Songs of Praise 

with 
Brackley Brass Band 
at Helmdon School  

Playing Fields 
 

 

FUTURE SERVICES  
www.astwellparishes.org.uk 

	

JUNE	
	

Saturday	14th	June	
	

1pm	 Helmdon	 	 Wedding	
3pm	 Helmdon	 	 Baptism			
	

Sunday	15th	June	–	Trinity	Sunday	
	

9.30am	 Lois	Weedon	 	 Holy	Communion	
9.30am	 Helmdon	 	 Praise	&	Prayer	
11.15am	 Syresham	 	 Holy	Communion	
11.15am	 Wappenham	 	 Praise	&	Prayer	
	

Sunday	22nd	June	–	First	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	

9.30am	 Helmdon	 	 Morning	Prayer	
9.30am	 Lois	Weedon	 	 Matins	
9.30am	 Whitfield	 	 Holy	Communion	
11am	 Plumpton	 Patronal	Festival	
	 	 Service	with	Holy		
	 	 Communion	
11.15am	 Wappenham	 	 Holy	Communion	
11.15am	 Syresham	 	 Praise	&	Prayer	

	
Sunday	29th	June	–	Second	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	

9.00am	 Wappenham	 	 Breakfast	Church	
9.30am	 Lois	Weedon	 	 Morning	Prayer	&	
	 	 	 Patronal	Festival		
	 	 	 for	St	Peter	
11.15am	 Helmdon	 	 Holy	Communion	
11.15am	 Syresham	 	 Morning	Prayer	
	

JULY	
	

Sunday	6th	July	–	Third	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	

10.30am	 Helmdon	 	 Benefice	Holy		
	 	 	 Communion	
	

Sunday	13th	July	–	Fourth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	

9.00am	 Wappenham	 	 Breakfast	Church	
9.30am	 Lois	Weedon	 	 Morning	Prayer	
11.15am	 Helmdon	 	 Holy	Communion	
11.15am	 Syresham	 	 Morning	Prayer	
	

Sunday	20th	July	–	Fifth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	

9.30am	 Lois	Weedon	 	 Holy	Communion	
9.30am	 Helmdon	 	 Praise	&	Prayer	
11.15am	 Syresham	 	 Holy	Communion	&	
	 	 	 Patronal	Festival		
	 	 	 of	St	James	
11.15am	 Wappenham	 	 Praise	&	Prayer	
	

Sunday	27th	July	–	Sixth	Sunday	after	Trinity	
	

9.30am	 Lois	Weedon	 	 Matins	
9.30am	 Helmdon	 	 Morning	Prayer	&	
	 	 	 Patronal	Festival		
	 	 	 of	St	Mary	Magdalene	
9.30am	 Whitfield	 	 Holy	Communion	
11.15am	 Syresham	 	 Praise	&	Prayer	
11.15am	 Wappenham	 	 Holy	Communion	
	

	



 

  

Romans	8:14-17	
	

14	For	all	who	are	led	by	the	Spirit	of	God	are	children	of	
God.	15	For	you	did	not	receive	a	spirit	of	slavery	to	fall	
back	into	fear,	but	you	have	received	a	spirit	of	
adoption.	When	we	cry,	‘Abba!	Father!’	16	it	is	that	very	
Spirit	bearing	witness		with	our	spirit	that	we	are	
children	of	God,	17	and	if	children,	then	heirs,	heirs	of	
God	and	joint	heirs	with	Christ—if,	in	fact,	we	suffer	
with	him	so	that	we	may	also	be	glorified	with	him.	
 

Gospel	Reading:	John	14:8-17	
	

8	Philip	said	to	him,	‘Lord,	show	us	the	Father,	and	we	
will	be	satisfied.’	9	Jesus	said	to	him,	‘Have	I	been	with	
you	all	this	time,	Philip,	and	you	still	do	not	know	me?	
Whoever	has	seen	me	has	seen	the	Father.	How	can	you	
say,	“Show	us	the	Father”?	10	Do	you	not	believe	that	I	
am	in	the	Father	and	the	Father	is	in	me?	The	words	
that	I	say	to	you	I	do	not	speak	on	my	own;	but	the	
Father	who	dwells	in	me	does	his	works.	11	Believe	me	
that	I	am	in	the	Father	and	the	Father	is	in	me;	but	if	
you	do	not,	then	believe	me	because	of	the	works	
themselves.	12	Very	truly,	I	tell	you,	the	one	who	
believes	in	me	will	also	do	the	works	that	I	do	and,	in	
fact,	will	do	greater	works	than	these,	because	I	am	
going	to	the	Father.	13	I	will	do	whatever	you	ask	in	my	
name,	so	that	the	Father	may	be	glorified	in	the	Son.	14	If	
in	my	name	you	ask	me	for	anything,	I	will	do	it.	
15	‘If	you	love	me,	you	will	keep	my	
commandments.	16	And	I	will	ask	the	Father,	and	he	will	
give	you	another	Advocate,	to	be	with	you	for	
ever.	17	This	is	the	Spirit	of	truth,	whom	the	world	
cannot	receive,	because	it	neither	sees	him	nor	knows	
him.	You	know	him,	because	he	abides	with	you,	and	he	
will	be	in	you.	
	

Post	Communion	Collect:		
	

Faithful	God,	
who	fulfilled	the	promises	of	Easter	
by	sending	us	your	Holy	Spirit	
and	opening	to	every	race	and	nation	
the	way	of	life	eternal:	
open	our	lips	by	your	Spirit,	
that	every	tongue	may	tell	of	your	glory;	
through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	
	

	

Collects	&	Readings	for	Pentecost	
	

Collect:		
	

God,	who	as	at	this	time	
taught	the	hearts	of	your	faithful	people	
by	sending	to	them	the	light	of	your	Holy	Spirit:	
grant	us	by	the	same	Spirit	
to	have	a	right	judgement	in	all	things	
and	evermore	to	rejoice	in	his	holy	comfort;	
through	the	merits	of	Christ	Jesus	our	Saviour,	
who	is	alive	and	reigns	with	you,	
in	the	unity	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	
one	God,	now	and	for	ever.	
	

New	Testament	Readings:	Acts	2:1-21	
	
1	When	the	day	of	Pentecost	had	come,	they	were	all	
together	in	one	place.	2	And	suddenly	from	heaven	there	
came	a	sound	like	the	rush	of	a	violent	wind,	and	it	filled	
the	entire	house	where	they	were	sitting.	3	Divided	
tongues,	as	of	fire,	appeared	among	them,	and	a	tongue	
rested	on	each	of	them.	4	All	of	them	were	filled	with	the	
Holy	Spirit	and	began	to	speak	in	other	languages,	as	the	
Spirit	gave	them	ability.	
5	Now	there	were	devout	Jews	from	every	nation	under	
heaven	living	in	Jerusalem.	6	And	at	this	sound	the	crowd	
gathered	and	was	bewildered,	because	each	one	heard	
them	speaking	in	the	native	language	of	each.	7	Amazed	
and	astonished,	they	asked,	‘Are	not	all	these	who	are	
speaking	Galileans?	8	And	how	is	it	that	we	hear,	each	of	
us,	in	our	own	native	language?	9	Parthians,	Medes,	
Elamites,	and	residents	of	Mesopotamia,	Judea	and	
Cappadocia,	Pontus	and	Asia,	10	Phrygia	and	Pamphylia,	
Egypt	and	the	parts	of	Libya	belonging	to	Cyrene,	and	
visitors	from	Rome,	both	Jews	and	proselytes,	11	Cretans	
and	Arabs—in	our	own	languages	we	hear	them	
speaking	about	God’s	deeds	of	power.’	12	All	were	amazed	
and	perplexed,	saying	to	one	another,	‘What	does	this	
mean?’	13	But	others	sneered	and	said,	‘They	are	filled	
with	new	wine.’	
14	But	Peter,	standing	with	the	eleven,	raised	his	voice	
and	addressed	them:	‘Men	of	Judea	and	all	who	live	in	
Jerusalem,	let	this	be	known	to	you,	and	listen	to	what	I	
say.	15	Indeed,	these	are	not	drunk,	as	you	suppose,	for	it	
is	only	nine	o’clock	in	the	morning.	16	No,	this	is	what	was	
spoken	through	the	prophet	Joel:	
17	“In	the	last	days	it	will	be,	God	declares,	
that	I	will	pour	out	my	Spirit	upon	all	flesh,	
				and	your	sons	and	your	daughters	shall	prophesy,	
and	your	young	men	shall	see	visions,	
				and	your	old	men	shall	dream	dreams.	
18	Even	upon	my	slaves,	both	men	and	women,	
				in	those	days	I	will	pour	out	my	Spirit;	
								and	they	shall	prophesy.	
19	And	I	will	show	portents	in	the	heaven	above	
				and	signs	on	the	earth	below,	
								blood,	and	fire,	and	smoky	mist		
20	The	sun	shall	be	turned	to	darkness	
				and	the	moon	to	blood,	
								before	the	coming	of	the	Lord’s	great	and	glorious	
day.	
21	Then	everyone	who	calls	on	the	name	of	the	Lord	shall	
be	saved.”	
 



 

   

	

Prayers	for	Pentecost	
	
	

Faithful	God,	we	now	unite	in	prayer,	as	those	
disciples	did	on	the	first	Day	of	Pentecost,	and	open	
ourselves	to	receive	the	very	same	Holy	Spirit.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy:	hear	our	prayer	
	
Mighty	God,	we	pray	that	the	Church	throughout	
the	world	and	here	in	the	Astwell	Benefice,	may,	
through	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	make	the	
Gospel	understandable	to	all	people	of	whatever	
their	race,	language,	and	culture.	Let	all	Christians	
strive	to	develop	more	fully	their	response	to	all	
the	gifts	of	the	Spirit	and	use	them	in	the	service	of	
our	saviour	Jesus	Christ.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy:	hear	our	prayer	
	
Creator	God,	we	pray	that	the	Holy	Spirit	of	Peace	
might	help	the	leaders	of	nations	to	seek	justice	and	
peace.	May	there	be	good	news	for	the	poor	and	the	
broken	hearted;	release	for	those	illegally	or	
wrongly	imprisoned	and	an	end	to	the	conflicts	
throughout	the	world	which	lead	to	so	much	grief	
and	mourning.		We	pray	for	all	those	who	are	
striving	to	rebuild	in	places	which	have	been	
ravaged	by	war	or	natural	disaster	and	those	who	
have	been	forced	to	flee	their	homes	and	are	now	
seeking	refuge.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy:	hear	our	prayer	
	
Father	God,	we	pray	for	our	Benefice	communities,	
that	each	of	us	through	the	Holy	Spirit	of	love	might	
make	use	of	our	individual	gifts	and	talents,	
enabling	each	church	group	to	flourish	as	a	witness	
to	the	"One	Body"	of	the	church.		Help	us	to	spread	
the	warmth	of	Your	love	to	everyone	we	meet.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy:	hear	our	prayer	
	
Gracious	God,	sustain	and	strengthen,	through	the	
Holy	Spirit	of	Healing,	the	sick	and	suffering	among	
us.	May	they	be	brought	to	health	and	wholeness	
through	the	mercy	of	Christ.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy:	hear	our	prayer	
	
Merciful	God,	may	the	Holy	Spirit,	who	purifies	us	
of	sin	and	raises	the	dead,	bring	all	our	departed	
loved	ones	into	the	fullness	of	God's	presence.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy:	hear	our	prayer	
	
Father	God,	as	we	move	forward	into	the	busy	
week	ahead	help	us	to	rejoice	in	your	Holy	and	Life-
Giving	Spirit.	Send	him	again	into	our	hearts,	into	
our	lives,	and	into	our	world.	
Merciful	father:	accept	these	prayers	for	the	sake	
of	your	Son,	our	Saviour,	Jesus	Christ.		Amen	
	
	

	

TO	HOLD	IN	YOUR	PRAYERS	THIS	WEEK:	
	

We	bring	before	our	loving	heavenly	Father	
those	in	our	villages	and	others	we	know	who	
are	unwell,	recovering	from	injury	or	illness	

and	all	those	who	need	our	prayers		
for	any	reason.	

	
From	Helmdon:	Barbara	Buxton,	Diane	Thorpe.	
	
From	Lois	Weedon	&	Weston:	Joan	Jacobs,		
Lis	Cockrell,	Caroline	Hunt	and		
Margaret	Seckington.	
	
From	Syresham:	George	Summers		
and	Suzanne	Prestcott.	
	
From	Wappenham:	Judy	King,	Dorothy	&	
David	Nicholson,	and	Edwin	&	Phyllis	King.	
	
For	those	known	to	us:		
Margaret	Reardon,	Pauline	Collis,	Christopher	
Carr,	Evelyn	Johnson,	Ollie	Dotterill,	Francis	
Potsoni,	Mary	Coates,	Emily	Barthelamy,	May	
Oliver,	Lily	&	Theo	Wright,	Christobel	Grant	and	
Diane	Snow.	
	
Please	pray	for	those	bereaved,	and	the	
family	&	friends	of:	
	
Ann	Smith,	John	Thorne,	Eileen	Watson,	Geoff	
Abbey,	Jean	Spendlove,	Vic	Butler,	Philip	
Gulliver,	Jean	Parks,	Jean	Mackaness,	Diane	
Watts,	Peter	Stubbs,	Nicholas	Reynell,	Linda	
Smalley,	Tony	Wilmot,	John	Maleham,	Betty	
Stubbs,	Wendy	Procter,	Derek	Morris,	David	
Brookhouse,	Jonathan	Miller,	David	Powell,	
Joyce	Beech.	
	
	
	
	
 
Also,	please	pray	for	the	work	of	the	Beacon	
Centre,	the	Wolverton	Mission,	the	Hope	

Centre,	Katharine	House	Hospice,	
Northampton	Women's	Aid	and	The	Women’s	

Refuge.	We	also	continue	to	pray	for	all	
refugees	fleeing	persecution,	all	victims	of	
war	and	terror,	and	all	those	affected	by	the	

Covid-19	virus.	
 



 

  

	

Dates	for	your	Diary	
	
JUNE	
	
Mon	9th	 Syresham	Church	Council	Meeting,7pm	at	
	 Vine	Cottage	
Sat	14th	 Syresham	Open	Gardens	&	Teas,		
	 10.30am	–	5.30pm	
Sat	21st		 Note-Ability	’Blue	Skies’	Concert,	7pm,		
	 Syresham	Church	(see	below)	
Mon	30th	 BPCC	Finance	Comm	Meeting,	11am	at	Vine		
	 Cottage	

	

	
	
	

Regular	events	held	in	the	Benefice:	
	
§ Helmdon	Coffee	Morning	is	held	each	Tuesday,		
	10	am-12	noon	in	the	Reading					Room	
	

§ Syresham	Coffee	Morning	is	held	each	
Thursday,	10	am-12	noon	in	the	Village	Hall.	

	

§ Whitfield	Coffee	Morning	is	held	on	the		first	
Tuesday	of	the	month	,10am-12	noon	in	the	Village	
Hall.	

	

§ St	Mary’s,	Wappenham	Coffee	Morning,	is	
held	on		the	first	Wednesday	of	the	month,	10	am-
12	noon,	in	the	Village	Hall.	

	

§ St	Mary	&	St	Peter,	Lois	Weedon	Coffee	
Morning	is	held	from	10am	until	12	noon	on	the	
first	Friday	of	each	month,	in	Lois	Weedon	Village	
Hall.	

	

 

BENEFICE CONTACTS 
 

Reverend	Hugh	White	(Rector):		
	

Tel:	01869	347889	
Email:	rectorastwell@gmail.com	

 

Please contact the Rector or your 
Churchwarden/Representative if you have queries about 

baptisms, weddings, or funerals.  
 
 

Paul Stothard, Reader & Lay Chair 
stothy@live.co.uk, Tel: 01295 760816 
Alice Palmer: Benefice Treasurer 
alice.palmer16@btinternet.com, Tel: 01280 850252 
Judith Elkington: Benefice Safeguarding Officer  
judith.elkington@gmail.com, Tel: 01295	760438 
Sheena Warren, Chair of Social & Fundraising 
Committee  sheena.warren@hotmail.co.uk,  
Tel: 01327	860230	
Wiggy Smith: Chair of Pastoral Care Committee 
wiggysmith44@gmail.com, Tel: 01295	760953	
Sarah Rudkin: Benefice Secretary & Pews News Editor,  
rectorastwellbenefice@aol.com, Tel: 01327 830965 
 

Churchwardens /Representatives  
(for individual church matters): 
 

Helmdon: Bill Elkington (bill.h.elkington@gmail.com) 
& Cliff Netten (apnetten@hotmail.com) 
Lois Weedon & Weston: Frank Hunter 
(frank.hunter@btinternet.com) 
Radstone: Penny Bonner 
(penny.bonner@btconnect.com)  
Syresham: Alice Palmer 
(alice.palmer16@btinternet.com) 
Wappenham: Edwin King (astwell01@aol.com) & 
Sheena Warren (sheena.warren@hotmail.co.uk) 
Whitfield: Claire Bonner (cbonner00@gmail.com) 
 

	


